
 
Crop update as of 19 August 2013 

 
 
AMITOM countries (from a conference call held on 19 August) 
 
France  
The harvest is progressing normally in the south-east, despite some localized storms and hail 
and mildew infection. 21 000 tonnes have already been processed. 
In the south-west, one factory has just started and the others will start next week. Despite 
favorable weather conditions, mildew development is still progressing which is worrying.  
 
Greece 
The weather is very good and most factories are running at full capacity. The peak production 
started 7 to 10 days ago and will last until c. 5 September. The fruit quality is good although the 
brix is on the low side. Altogether, about 40% of the crop has been harvested to date, 70 to 77% 
in the south and about 30% in other regions.  
The forecast is maintained at 410 000 tonnes.  
 
Italy 
North: The crop is really delayed as most factories have now started but are still at only about 
50% of full capacity: as of 11 August only 270 000 tonnes had been processed which is 10% of 
the contract volume (27% of contract at the same date in 2012 and 34% in 2011). The early 
field yield is 10 to 15% lower than expected at about 60 t/ha but the brix is good at 5.13° on 
average to date and quality generally good. The peak is expected in 7 to 10 days and will last 
until mid-September. The fields look good so far so the forecast is maintained. 
South: The crop is also late with only 29% of the forecast processed, against 36% last year at 
the same date. The field yield was low at the start but getting better. The average quality is 
good although color is lower than usual. Factories are now running at full capacity which will last 
until the end of August or the first week in September. 
The weather in September will be crucial in order to achieve the objectives but the forecast is 
maintained so far. There were some rains last week in the North and some storms are forecast 
for today but these do not cause particular worries. 
 
Portugal  
The crop is still three weeks late: the first factory opened on 7 August, five between 12 and 15 
August and 2 have not yet started. The start of the harvest is reasonably good, although early 
yields are lower than last year and there were some green tomatoes. The weather forecast is 
good for the next few days and full capacity should be reached by the end of the week. The 
forecast is maintained but production will depend on a good weather up to 10 October.  
 
Spain 
In Extremadura, factories are now at full capacity which should last until 10-15 September. As of 
15 August only 15% of the forecast has been processed, against normally about 35%, 
confirming the delay. The quality is good with very good color. 
In Andalusia, about 45% of the crop has been harvested. 
In Navarra, the harvest should start by the end of the week but full capacity will only be reached 
in September. 
 
Iran  
The yield situation is as our last forecast; the surface planted for processing is around 55000 
hectares and the total volume of fresh tomatoes is 2 million MT. The price is 135 USD/ MT (102 
€/MT) at the factory gate. The weather is good and plant development is generally good too. In 



the North, Golestan province, the harvesting period prolongs for 20 days more, in the other 
most regions harvest starts this week. Estimated end of harvest is around end of October. 
 
Tunisia 
The season is nearly over with 440 000 tonnes processed as of 18 August out of the 500 000 
tonnes estimated. The harvest is now finished in the Cap Bon and the Centre and will last 
another week or so in the north-west with an estimated 5 000 tonnes per day. Five factories are 
already closed. 
  
Turkey 
There was heavy rainfall and some hail in the Northern part of the Aegean area on Saturday 
night and many crops, including tomatoes were damaged. The potential loss to the tomato crop 
is not yet known. 
The fields that were attacked by mildew after the heavy rain in June were harvested early with 
reduced yields, low brix and poor color, but were not an important proportion of the crop. 
So far the quality and brix are good, with an average brix of 4.8. At the moment there is not too 
much demand for uncontracted tomatoes, due to the poor demand for paste in the domestic 
market, and spot prices are as low as 160 TRL/MT (62 €/MT) ex-field.  
Despite the problems, which sound dramatic, the actual losses are probably not too severe and 
we do not yet change our forecast of 1.8 million MT of tomatoes to reach the industry. It is likely 
however that there will be minimal processing in October and the crop will finish earlier.  
 
Ukraine 
The forecast is maintained. 
 
 
Other countries 
 
California (Mike Montna, 19/08/13) 
Last week (w/e 17 August) California processed 1.028 million short tons raising the Year To 
Date Number to 5.087 million short tons (4.6 million MT). Next week (w/e 24 August) we expect 
to process 1.042 million short tons. In the Southern area of the State, the early to mid-August 
deliveries have been close to contracted levels overall and significantly better than the July 
deliveries. The overall fruit quality has also improved over this time period also. In the Northern 
part of the State, deliveries continue to be at or above contracted levels overall.  
The estimate at this time will remain unchanged from previous revision of 11.7-12.2 million short 
tons (10.6- 11.1 million MT).  
The weekly update reports from CLFP can be found at: http://clfp.com/2013-tomato-weekly-
delivery-reports  
 
Canada (John Mumford, 16/08/13) 
The forecast remains at approximately 80% of contract volumes due to the frost and rain, but 
could be even lower depending on weather during harvest. Recent weather has been 
unseasonably cool.  Start of harvest is late and will begin around 21 August. 
 

 

 
 


